The impact of reimbursement policies on the viability of certified nurse midwifery practices.
The article reports on a study of the effects of reimbursement policies on the ability of certified nurse midwives (CNMs) to maintain a viable practice. In particular the impact of reimbursement policies on the ability to maintain and seek a client base and the overall financial viability of the practice was explored. Neither type of reimbursement statute (private or Medicaid) had an effect on the ability of CNM practices to maintain an appropriate number of clients. Moreover, neither reimbursement statute had a relationship to how a CNM is paid, the type of benefits received, and whether or not a practice covered its expenses.